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TO BE OK NOT TO BE 7

The very interesting letter inserted below is from
f gentleman of intelligence and honor, personally
veil known to us, and whose statements of fact are

otitled to full credit. He is, moreover, a thorough
.yalist, and has been a uniform and decided friend
if the Administration. The result of his observa¬
tions in s recent and extended tour in the Scuth
he has thought of sufficient interest to be commu*

* nicated to the public here, and we are euro that all
j of our readers will agree with him. What he re¬

lates of Southern feeling and Southern hopes can

hardly surprise any one who ean imagine tlie ex¬

tremity of suffering and the multiplied woes which
the causeless rebe llion has brought to every family
of the South; but it is only those who from birth
er long association understand the feeling in the
vUuth tegarding their slaves, who can appreciate
/ully the fixedness and intensity of the South¬
ern mind on that subject. We are not surprised,
therefore, that the exlretnity of suffering and
the hopelessness of the rebellion combined should
inspire even many of those who were eager to enter
into it with the desire to retrace their steps and re¬

turn to their allegiance, as well as the masses who
were forced into it; and we can well understand the
writer when he represents the question of emanci¬
pation.regarded inshe South as involving utter and
irremediable ruin to their country.as the only sub¬
stantial difficulty in the way of a restoration of the
Union. It is for those who tule the destinies of
this great country to say whether it shall, so far a*

depends on them, have Union and the Constitu
tion, or immediate nnd forcible emancipation with
ruin to a moiety of the country, protracted war,
and a violated Constitution. How eloquent and
forcible is the appeal with whiob the writer closes
his letter, and which, notwithstanding its personal
reference to the Chief Magistrate, wo take the
freedom of placing before him.

Norfolk, August 26, 1863.
To tbe Editors of the National Intelligencer.
Having just returned from a tour through poitiona of

the States of Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, Ala¬
bama, Tennessee, and Kentucky, and having met in my
travels many of the former prominent politician* of those
States, and, aa was moat natural under the circumstance*,
hid fre quent converaationa with them on the subject yf the
war, ila origin, objects, bearings on the preaent and future
pf <tur coun'ry, and ita probable reault, I feel assured to

s some extent that a brief synopais of the impreaiiona made
on my mind will not be altogether unacceptable to your
readers.
The war, they argue, was instituted for the purpoae of

securing further guarantees to their own peculiar institu¬
tion.slavery.and to repress abolitionism or Northern

aggressions on their right*. Ita bearing on the institution
baa be-'i) to weaken and endanger ita tntire overthrew.

They admit that they have been deceived by tbeir po¬
litical leader*, and that nearly all their promises have

proven failure*. They see, they feel the crushing effects
of the war upon the Slave Statea, and admit if it indefi¬
nitely continue that the inatitu'ion of slavery will not only
be in danger of annihilation, but that tbeir former slaves
will be drafted into tbe army of the United States for the

purpose of continuing the war on the Roulh
This one aingle fact bear* more h avily upon them than

any thing elae connected with tbe war; and to eacape this
sow apparent inevitable fate, they eipresa a willingness
to accede to any teruia which shall not humiliate and de¬

grade them. They affirm (in fart they eipert, tbey hope,
they pray for it) that it is not for them to beg for peace,
but for tb<* President to hold out the olire-brancb ; and if
the Prea'd-nt were to issue a proclamation holding their
leaders to a strict accountably f.<r tbe rebellion, and
offer the people protection in peraon and property, leaving
the institution of alavery to the constitutional immunity of
State laws, they will not only accept it, but will hail the
act aa in"gnaoiuiou *, noble, great.
Thus it will be perceived that the great mnsaes of the

Southern people are standing on a point ol honor, which
to theui is of far greater import than defeat in battle, the
loss of atrongboids, or the reduction of tbeir armiea. All

, this tbey enn brar, hut dobonor they cannot bear, and tbey
hope, tbey export, th^y pray (tint the President will apam
them this unspeakable humiliation.

In view of tl ese simple tuilhs, I would aak, Messrs
Editors through tbe medium of your invaluab'e journal, it
tiie President cannot afford to he magnanimous t If, after
tbe fall of Chafleaton, he cannot afford to offor some terms

which shall induce the great body of the Southern people
to return to tb. ir allegiance the Federal Union and th<)
Government of tbe United States ? If be be ambitious of en
viablo fame, be will do it; if he desires to be remember* I

aa the aecwd Waahing on, be will do it; if be wishes to

secure to bimaell the appellation of Ahrabam tbe Great, he
Will do it; if be wishes to iiuiUU the example of Him

v who said " e» thon "ntl si* no mure," he will do it; and,
t I may add, if he wiahea to proclaim tbe popular sentiment

*Of the American people, and the sentiment of humanity,
civilization, and Christianity throughout th« woill, be will
do it; which Ood grant, for peace's sake

Yours, very truly.
John Af» ms.Jh

MR TOOMBS'S LKITKK

Tho letter of RoBsttr Toombs, of Georgia,
which tbe reader will Hod in another column, ia
characteristic of that turbnl nt, overbciring man,

and shows that he is already as little sutitdicd with
the new Government that he helped to rear in tho

South as he wm under that which his forefathers
established, and whioh he couspired aga n.it and

criminally nought to overthrow. He aud a few
otbeis should, when peace is restored, be provided

* with an isolated residence in some remote corner

of the world, where they might talk treason and
hatch plots without harming any body but them-

. selves.

The widow of Adtnnal Foot* dii d in New Haven on

Wednesday evening. Her age was forty seven years|
She baa baen ill ever since the deatfa of the Admiral, just
)wo months prior to her own death.

FOREWARNED, FOREARMED.

Some startling information has lately been re¬

ceived at New York from Liverpool of the ap¬
proaching completion of several moat formidable
turreted rams which have been built in English
ports for the American insurgent navy. It is stated
that the first of these great rams was nearly finished;
that she was completely plated, her masts and boilers
in, as well au a large part of her maohinery; and that
she was expected to be ready for service by the
18th of this month. Her consort was launohed on

the 2d instant, as well as one at Glasgow, and both
would bo ready to sail by the 1st of September.
We perceive by noliees in Southern papers that
the mosf< astonishing reiults are anticipated by the
insurgent Government from the invincibility of
these powerful floating engines of war. They are

expected to suppress the blockade of the Southern
ports and capture the blockaders; to enter tri¬
umphantly by their invulnerability the ports of the
Union and indemnify the South for all the dam¬
ages it has suffered by the war; and, finally, to

change the whole condition and aspeot of the con¬

test. All this would, we confess, look rather ugly
if we oould apprehend that so formidable an as¬

sault would find us unprepared for it; but no-

tioes which we observe in our papers of the ad-
vanctd stage of preparation of new iron-clads and
turreted rams on our side go far to allay the anx¬

iety which we might otherwise feel cn the subject
Our painstaking Secretary of the Navy, however
he may be thought to resemble " William the Si¬
lent," has not, in the course of the war, been found
to resemble in his habits that other Dutch worthy,
Kip Van Winkle. The publio has found him,
we believe, pretty generally, wide awake.
Per example: Says the New York Kveniog

Post of Wednesday :
" Workmen are engaged night and day ia completing

the ep leudid ocean iron-clad Puritan, which is to be ready
for service by the 1st of October. The hull is now com¬

pletely formed and the armor on all the lower pait of the
ship 11 fr.eteiied to within about eeven feet of the top of the
bulwark*. Tbe plate* are not yet tiled, but will be in
place very toon. The lower part of the vettel will not be
very far advanced until the ia afloat, as all effoits are con¬

centrated on the outside for the present. The dimension*
of the cylinders of (be Puritan's ergim* Will over one

hundred inches, which will give her a speed almost unpa¬
ralleled in vetaels ol such magnitude A great number of
improvements have been introduced wt.ich were nat con¬

templated when the ves*< 1 was begun. Her machioery is
rapidly building, and will be nearly completed before the
launch takes place.
"The new iron-clad Tecvmsrh is to be launched next

week at Jersey City. She is the second of the nine vessels
contracted fur atter the completion of tbe first Monitor.
Her turrets, armor, interior fittings and geLeral character
iatica are the aame as those of the former vessels, with
few exceptions. Tbe new ventilating apparatus so suc¬

cessfully introduced into the Lehigh will be adopted in
these vessels, as well as in all of her class. Mr. Birbeck,
tbe builder, is at present employed in putting it on board
of tke Tecumseh, and will have it completed soon after the
launch of tbe vessel. Tbe turrets are pierced for two
guns, 1 ke the Pa»saic and Montauk. It is b lieved, how
ever, that the battery will consist of one IG .uch gun and
»ue <JOO or 300 pound P»rrott.
" Soon after the launch of the Tccumsch the M nhatlan

and tbe Mahojiac will be afloat. They are iu the same

yard with tbe T*cumseb, and have been built by the
same firm.

" Tbe iron clad Oxark, at St. Louis, is to be comple'ed
fir sea atrvice immediately. It is rumored in uaval cir¬
cles here that ahe is intended to reinforce the fleet a'
Charleston. The Oznk has on board a new and very d»-
atructtve mipsile, whi< h was invented some time since, in
the Mediterranean, by Chief Engineer Wtnttaker, of the
United States Navy, who was ordered home to have bis
apparatus applied here."

The Boston Pi>ily Advertiser, referring to th<j
defence of Gen. Fitz John Porter by Mr. .Johnson,
which has just been publ-shed, nays frankly.and
the concession is strengthened by its being an

Administration paper.
" We are bound to say that tbe impression pro¬

duced on c ur minds by tbe perusal r/f the case, as final¬
ly stated in there closing documents upon each side from
Mr. Holt and Mr. Johnson, does not justify tbe sentence

against Gen. Porter. The evidence upon the essential

points is weak, and whatever bears strongly against him
is contradicted. It is clear, moreover, not only that the
unfortunate failure of Gen. Pi pe's campaign was not in
fact due to any want of efficiency or ^obedience to orders
on Gen. Porter's part, but also that Gen. Pope bimseli
did not attribute his waut of success to any such alleged
inefficiency or disobedience. The whole affair wears very
much the aspect of ou* of those unfortunate yiistakes of
administration wbir.b have characterised the management
of the War Depaitmept, and about which loyal citizens
feel bound to say as little as ibey can, consistently with
the demai.ds of public truth, but of which, when Ibey do

speak, lin y can s <y no Ling in approval. 'J be cause in

which we are engtged ih too strong to i.eed to be propped
up by any such miserable expedient as th« unjust attempt
to sacrifice the character of any body least of all that of
a soldier so brave and so capable as Gen. Poiter."

LETTER FROM GEN. GRANT.
Geiiersl (Inant bad a public reception at tbe Gayoso

Hiius>\ in Memphis, on Wednesday night, 26th instant,
at which the following letter was read :

Mkmpiiih, (Trust ) AuorsT 96, IHM.
Gk.NTI.I MF.N : I hare received a Copy of resolution*

passed by the " Loyal Citizens of Memphis at a meeting
held at the room* of the Chamber of Commerce, August
'iTi, 1863," tendering me a public reception.

to accepting this testimonial, which I do at a great sac¬
rifice of my personal feelings, 1 simply desire to pay a

tribute to tbe jint public exhibition iu Memphis of loyalty
to tbe p.iveriunent wl>ich J represent in the Department
of ibe Tennessee. I «bou'4 dislike to refure, for conside¬
ration* ol oermitul convenience, to acknowledge, any where
or in any form, tl.e ¦ x atence of sentiment* which I have
so long and *o ardently desired to see manifested in H is
dep-utuient Tlie stability of this Government *l|d the
unity of Iliia nation depend solely on ihe cordial support
and the etruest loyally of the people. While, therefore,
I thank you tiuceiely for the kind expressions you have
used towards uie, I aui profoundly gratified at this public
recognition. In the city til Memphis, ol the power and au¬
thority of tbe Gore.iiinent ot the IJni'e I Hiatus.

I thank yon, too, in tbe nauie ol the nobl>< army which
I hate the honor to w uunaud. It is composed Of men
whose loyalty has been proved by their ileedn j(f heroism
and Ibeir willing sacrifices of life and health. Tfcpy will
rejoue with me'.that tbe iui*»rable adheieut* of the rebel¬
lion, whom their bayonets have driven Irnm i|n* fair land,
are being u placed by n«n w ho acknowledge human liberty
as the only true foundation of human government..
M«y your effort* to restore your c ty to thec«u*e of the

Union be a* siicc»m(iiI have been theirs to reclaim it
from the dei potic rule of the leaders of the rebellion.

I have the booor to be, gentlemen* your very obedient
.errant, 17. 8. Grant, Major Geueral

Messr*. R. E<>U«.H, I' d other*, Committee,
1 Memphia, Tennraa >e.

'J HE SIEGE OF CHABLKSTON.

Our latest intelligence from Charleston.being
down to briday last, through Richmond papers.
represents the bombardment of Sumter and Wng-
ner as still going on, although the former was en¬

tirely disabled and almost demolished, and tho re

duution of the latter a question only of timo. The
telegram to Richmond of the 27ih states that Gen.
Gillmore's attack on tho rebel rifle-pits was nude
cn W ednesday by u an overwhelming force," .ami
that bis troops are working hard in the trcnches
in front of Fort Wagner. He is therefure advanc-
ing upon that tortifioition by regular approaches.
We have already stated that Gen. Gillmore had

sent in a message to Gen. lieauregard demanding
the evacuation of the work.* on Morris Island on

pain of haviug Charleston shelled in oase of refu¬
sal, and the consequent fulfilment of this threat
for a short time by Gen. Gillmore. We subjoin
the correspondence which took pluce on tho sub¬

ject between the two commanders, as wo iiud it in
the Richmond papers.
Gen. Gillmore's communication was sent under

a flag of truce to the commanding officer at Fort
Wagner, to be transmitted by him to Gen. Reau-
regard. It is as follows :

Headquarters Department of the South,
Morris Island, (S. C.) August 21, 18t>3

General : I have the honor to deuitud of you the im¬
mediate evacuation of Morris island tin J Fort Sumter by
the Confederate forces. The preseut condition of Fort
Sumter, and the rapid and progressive destruction which
it is undergoing from my batteries, seem to render its
complete demolition within h few hours u matter of cer¬

tainty. All my honvie-t guns have not yet opened.
Should you leftist compliance with this demand, or

shout I I receive no reply thereto within four hours alter
it is delivered into Ihe hands of your subordinate at Fort
Wagner lor tTassmissiou, I shall open fire on th« city of
Cbaileaton liom battel irg already eatablisbed within easy
and effective range of the heart i>f the city.

I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Q A. Gillmore,

Brigad er General Commanding.
To Gen. G. T Bkaliu.i,aku,

Com. Confederate Forces, Charleston, 8 C.
The Charleston Courier states that "General

Reauregard being absent on a reconnoissance, the
communication, which was unsigned^ was received
at headquarters about a quarter to eleven o'clock
on Friday night by Gen. Jordan, and by him re¬

turned for the signature of the writer. The com¬

munication was tigned by Gen. Gillmore, and again
returned. It was received at Gen. Reauregard's
headquarters at nine o'clock on Sa urday n*orning.
Retween one and two o'clock, however, Saturday
morning, the enemy oommenced firing on the oity,
arousing the peoplo from their slumbers."
The following is » copy of the reply of Gen.

Rehurcgtrd to the communication of Gen. Gillmore,
convcytd by Col. Roman under flag of truce to our

flagship for deliyery :

Hf.adquartern Department
Of South Carolina, Georgia, and tlorida,

Charleston, (S. C.) Auau 129, 1863.
Sir : Last night, at fifteen minutes before eleven o'clock,

during my absence on n reci nneisssnc * of my fortifications,
a communication was received at lhe»e headquarters dated
'. Headquarters Department of the South, Morris island,
(8 C.) August 21, 1863," demanding " the immediate
evacuation of Morris l»l&nd and Fort Mumter by the Con¬
federate forces," on the alleged grounds " that the present
c mdition pf Fort Sumter and the rapid and progressive
destruction which it is undergoing from my batteries teem
to re n.ler its complete demolition within a few hours a
matter ol certainty and thit if this demand were " not
complied with or no renly thereto feueived within four
hours after >t is delivered into the hands of your (iny) sub
ordina'e emmander at Fort Wagner for transmisiion," a
fire would be opened "on the city of Charleston from ba»-
teries already established within easy and effective range
of the heart of the city." 'l'his communication to my ad
dress wax without s gna'ure, and was of comae returned.
About bBH past one o'clock one of yyqr batteries did

actually o|w n lire and t|irow a number of heavy shell*
into the city, Jhe inhabitants of which, o' course, were
asleep and unwarned.
About nine o clock this morning the communication

alluded to above wm re'urned to these headquaiters
bearing your recognised official signature, and it can now
be noticed ss your deliberate official apt.
Among rations not barbarous the usages of war pre

scribe that when a city i< about ti> be attach d timely
notice shall be given by the attacking commander, in
order that non-combatants may have an opportunity for
withdrawing beyond its limits Generally the time allowed
is from one to three days; that is, time lor the withdrawal
n good faith of at least the wi men and children. You,
sir, give only four hours, knowing that your notipe, under
existing circumstances, oofyty not re»c(l me in Ws than
two hours, and that not less than the same time would b.-
required for an answer to he conveyed from this city to
Mattely Wagner With this knowledge, you threaten to
open fire on this cily, not to oblige its surrender, but to
force me to evacuate these work*, which yon, ss i,ted by
a great nival force,, have been atticking in vain for more
thi n forty days.

Hattenes Wagner and (ii e«g and Fort Sumter are nearly
due north from your batteries on Morris lidatif, and in
distance therefrom vtlying from half a mile to two and a

quarter miles The city, on the other hand, is to the
northwest, and quite five miles distant from the battery
opened against it this morning

It would appear, sir, that, dt<»pairing of reducing these
works, y< u now resort to the novel mea tire i f turning
you, guns against the old men, the women and children
and the hospitals of a sleeping city, an act of inexcusable
bailnrity frun your own confesml point of u .-ht. ioa»
much as you al.ege that tl.e compete demolition of F. rt
Sumter withm a lew hours by yotir guns seems to you " a

mutter of certainty."
Your omission to atfach your signature to such a grave

paper must show the rechlessjiesiof the course upon which
yon have adventured while ^e fa^ts Ifest y. u knowingly
fixed a limit I. r rppeivi.ig an an9wer to your demand
vhich made it almost beyond the possibility of receiving
any reply within that time, and that you actually d.d open
fire and throw a number of the ino«t destructive missiles
ever med in war into the midst of a city taken unawares,
and filled with sleeping women and children, will give
you a " bad eminence" in history, even in the history of
this war.

I am only surprised, sir, at the limits you hs^e set to
your demands. It in order to attain the abandonment of
Morris Island arid Fort Sumter you feel authored to fire
on thia eity, wbv did you not also include the works on
Sullivan's and James's Island.nay, even the city of
Charleston in the same demand ?

Since yuu have felt warranted in inaugurating this
method of reducing batteries in your immediate front
which were found otherwise impregnable, and a innde of
warfare which I confidently declare to bo atrocious nnd
unworthy of any soldier, I now solemnly warn yon that if
you fire again ,.n the city from yoyr Morris Island batte¬
ries without giving a somewhat more reasonable time to
remove non-combatants, I shall feel impelled to employ
snch stringent means o| retaliation a* may be available
during the continuance of tfeiu attack.

Finally, I reply tbat neither the works on M-rris Tsl ind
HOr rort Sumter will be evacuated on the demand vim
have been p'eaaed to make. Already, however I am
taking me».ures to remove all mw-eouibata its, who aie
now fully aware uf and alive to what ttey miy expect at
your hand* 1

Keapectfully, your obedient servant,
Q. T. Hkaiiuku vim,

Genertl Com'g.
Arrest ot Corrkmpondkntn .Aco -rding to the Mor¬

ris I»land correspondent of the Hoston Herald, Gen. QiM
more has arretted, by order of Secretary Ntmton all the
correspondents of the press on Morris Island, on the ground
that Ihey had g ven to the public news of a highly ouatra
band etiaracter. Gen. Gillmore afterwards modified his
order *> far ss to allow them to send forward auch letters
aa he approved.

IMPORTANT FROM KEY WEST.

CAPTURE OF MORE PRIZES.

Correspondence of ike Neva York Times.
Kky West, August 22, 1863.

Another fine prize steamer w«i brought into our bulbar
on the 19lL, by Acting Master Marline, of tbt» United
States steamer Do 8<>tu, Capt. Walker, by whom she whs

captured in the Gulf to the south and east of Mobile about
two hundred miles, having on board five hundred and
eighty bales of cotloa. Sb<j is one of those fine Alabama
boats, entirely uew in all her upper works. and probably
fitted up fill Ibis voyage, called the Alice Viviao, and was
to have brought as passenger from Mobile tbe rebel Gen.
Slaughter and his staff, wli:» were on board, but finally con¬
cluded to return and take another boat. Our naval officers
were advised of this in time to keep the sharpest lookout
for him. Tbe cargi.of the Alice Vivian will be discharged
here aud seat to New York, while the steamer, together
with the James Buttetle, another river boat, will be sent
to New Orleans
On tbe 2tyth still another prize steamer came in from

the Do Solo, whose officers will all become rich on their
.prize money. Tliis is the fust side-wheel steamer Crescent,
from Mobile, and last from Havana, with a full and assort¬
ed cargo of merchandise, including a large proportion of
proviaions and drug*. She was captured by the De Soto
while on her way to Mobile, and had no flag, not even the
English She will be a valuable prize.
On the 21st an English topsail schooner, the Jornie, was

brought in a pnjw to the barque Restless, whose station it
at Charlotte Harbor, Florida. This schooner was cleared
at Matamoras for Liverpool, with a full cargo of cotton,
manifested as owned by merchants of Texas, hence the
capture This is pivbably a necessity of form in order to
evade the French blockade of Matamoras. If so, John
Bull is between two fires.
The prize steamer Dolphin, about which so much has

been said in the British journals, is now bjing loaded up
with cotton and turpentico for dispatch to New York'
where her small propoitiuDs, dilapidated appearance, and
hge of tweuly-three years, will cause disappointment aud
surprise, reminding forcibly of the old saw of "great cry
and but little wool."

Admiral Bailey's fljet of small cruisers, improvised Irom
tbe captures of this squadron, and consisting of numerous
small schooner* and sloops, suitably fitted up and armed,
are doing eioellent service iq keeping under observation
the host of hhool pa-sen and bays among these Florida keys
and on this ci.ast generally. Every few day* si ma of tbem
come in with captured properly. This week there have
been the aobooq^r Two Sisters, from Cedar Keys, with
tweuly-four bales of cotton and two families of refugees,
including several women and children, grateful for being
ie»cued from tbe want and distress of seceaaiondom ; an¬
other a sloop, in charge of Acting Master Crane, with a
small boat loaded with turpentine, raptur.'d in tbe neigh¬
borhood of Charlotte Harbor. '1 h ae small boat*, from
their li«ht draft of water, escape our large oiuiaera only
to fall into the hands of the unnquito fleet
The Admiralty Court is still without its presiding officer

since the remguation of Judge Marvin, and from tbe very
large amount of prize property constantly being brought
iuto this port for adjudication, we suppose that the new

appointee, whoever be may be, only awaits a nearer ap
proach of lb« fall season to assume bis duties here.
The tone of public feeling ia chauging veiy much among

both lojal and disloyal men, and women too. The former
a e hopeful and confidentt» a degree tjiat tidbits of im ap¬
prehension of fqture serious disaster to the cause of the
Uiion, whilst the latter are correspondingly resigning
themselves to abandonment of alt hope of prolonging but
for a short time the power of Jeff. Davis over the armed
citizens of the Soutb. They, like all men, yield to fate,
and in a variety of ways and means evince their desire tp
be considered in the most favorable light wjtli roferenoo to
the changed and changing aspect of atjaifs,

IMPORTANT FROM JAPAN.

ITS PORTS CLOSED AND ALL FOREIGNERS
ORDEREP FRO&J THE COUNTRY.

Extracts from Corrrspondepct of the Philadelphia Inquirer.
KanagaVa, Junk 22, 1

Since my last, of May 12tb, until within a few days,
nothing of special impoitanoe Lad occurred relative to the
existing differences between this and the English Govern¬
ment. Interviews between high officials took place;
promises were made, and postponements asked for until
tbe 11th instant, w hen Uiattera appear to have been ami¬
cably aettled by tie Japanese official appointed by tbe
Government for their sett|emont, signing a written obliga
lions to pay the indemnity demanded at short intervala of
time, the first to be made on (he 18th. * ' '

When tbe 18th aimed tbe Japanese officials p'eaded
some trivial exen-e for a postponement ol the payment
until uext day, but when morning came they entirely
backeJ down from their agreement declaring they would
not pay a dollar, op tlip groijnd that tke < fficial sent to
arrange tuatterj wi»s not authorised to enter into such a

one. Of course such a wilful r« pudiation of a written
ohlignt'.on put bit »n<l to any further negotiations, and, ac¬

cordingly, the English Minister turned the whole affnir
over to Admiral Kup r to enforce its payment, lie made
known to the public his decision in tno case, through tbe
Britiab pomul, Mr Winchester, who called a meeting of
the English subjects for that purpose; also, to other na-

tionalitiea through lb> ir respective ( onaula.
Yes'eidsy, the 21st, Admiral Kuper m*de knnwn,

through the same s< urce, tbe iiact of tbe affair having been
placed in his hands, ai d bis determination to take active
nvaaures, and calling upon the inhabitant* to take means

to secure their persoual safety aud propprtj, more parli-
cutaily calling upon tlcge haei^ lamilies to send them ou

board ehipa in the harbor as early as possible; subsequent¬
ly offering the sletmer Commando as ^ p'ace of refuge.
Tu effect all this a period of eight days would be allowed
before Retire Lostili.ies would commence, unless t^e Ja
panese took the initiative.
Thus it wi^id appear $he ball is about to open. The

French a«'l *.< allies of tbe English throughout, and their
Admiial has declared hi* intention of defending Yokohama
by sendxig a force a bore for that purpose.
As was expected would be the c«se, tbe Tycoo^ ba* not

been permitted to n turn to Yeddo, and Prince Mito has
been appointed acting Tycoon in his place. What coun¬

sels prevailed to-cause them to withheld the payment of
the money after having agreed tQ do ao la im^osaible to

fell. The reaaon the Japanese allege ts that the life of the
Tyeocn would bo endangered were he to pay It. This
may or may not be the caae, but one thing ia known, tbat
.he spiritual Emperor is opposed to foreign intercourse,
and apparently has the power to enforce obedience from
lhe others. » » .

JUMR 24 .After reveral attempts to re pen negotiations,
the Japanese paid this morning as much of the money ss

was due. The matter msy now be fairly considered aettled,
and prao* once more prevails, at least for the present.

Jtmr. 24 .After my letter was mailed, and every body
was congiatulatng themselves on the prospects of peace,
jt has luie me publicly knowu that the Japanese have writ¬
ten to the several M.lusters of the foreign Powers declar¬
ing all the ports open for commerce el< ted, and ordering
all foreUfiiOiS out of thecountiy w.thinth rty days. What
this new phase iu public affairs w II prodiMO ia not d fficult
to imagine War seem* inetilahle ; in f.ict, it is a dee ara-

linti of war by the Japar.ese themselves Tboy say they
pa d the money only because they promised to do ao. A
council of tie foreign Ministers is now being held, but
what course of action will be decided upon ia not yet
known. It is bardiy p<Misible any thing very definite can

be decided upon prior to the sailing of the vessel which
carriea tbe mail, aa from all appearances they (the Ja
panese) are determined to expel foreignera.

OFFICIAL FKOM CHAKLE8TON.

FORT SUMTER DEMOLISHED.

The following official despatches have been received hi

the headqu .rtera of theariny. Tliey confirm the unofficial
account published yesterday (bat Fort Sumter bus bren
reduced to it uiaai of ruiua:

IlEADQUARTEIl* D» P iltTMKNT HP TIIE SOUTH,
Morris Island, (S. C.) Au^usl 24, 1863.

Major General II. W. IIaLLECK, Genertil-in-Chief:
Silt: I have the honor to report I he practical demoli¬

tion of Fort Sumter as the result of our seventeen daya'
bombardment of I he work, lucluliug two day* of which
a poweiful northeaatei ly storm most aeriously dimiuished
the accuracy of our fire.

Fort Sumter is to day a shapeless and harmless mass of
ruins. My chief of artillery,. Col. J. W. Turner, reports
its destruction so far complete that it is no longer of hny
'. avail in the defence of Charleston." He also says that
" by a longer fire it could be made more completely a ruin
and a mhss of broken masonry, but could scarcely be made
more powerless for the defence of the harbor."
My breaching batteries were located at distances rung-

iog between 3,330 and 4 240 yards from the works, and
now remain as efficient as ever. I deem it unnecessary,
at present, to continue the fire upon the ruins of Fort
Sumter.

I have also, ui.der a heavy fire from James Island,
established batteries on my left within effective range of
the heart of Charleston city, and have opened with them,
after giving Qeu. Beauregard due notice of my intention
to do s<>.

My notification to (Jen. Beauregard, his reply thereto,'
with the throst of retaliation, and my rejoinder, have been
tranxmitted to army headquarters.
The projectiles from my butteries entered the city, and

Gen. Beauregard hiim-elf designates tLem aa the "most
destructive mosdea ever used in war."
The report of my chief of artillery, and an accurate

sketch of the ruins of Fort Sumter, taken at l-J M. yes
terday, six hours belore we ceased firing, are herewith
transmitted.

Very reaped fully, your obedient servant,
Q. A. Gilmore,

Biigtdier General Commanding.

REPORT OF COL. TURNER.
Office of CiIief of Artillery,

Department of the Soutii
Morris Island, (S. C ) August 23, 1863.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the effect that
our breat hing batteries have had upon Fort Sumter, and
the condition of lhat work to-night, at the ch.se ol the
seventeenth day's bombardment

I'he gorge wall of the fort is almost a complete tyai« of
rums. For the dislance of several ca^ma^s about mid¬
way of this lace the rampart* a«e removed nearly, and in
places quite to the arches, and but for the sand bugs, with
which the casemates were filled, and which have served
to susthiii the broken aich»s and masses of masonry, it
would have long since been tn'irely pu| away, and
with it th« arches to the floor tit the second tier ot case¬
mates. The debris oa tin* point now lorms a ramp r ach¬ing a-t high hs ;he floor of these casemates. The parapetwall of the two northeasterly facet is complexly carried
away, a small portiou only being left ift angle wadewith the gorgn wall, and the ra^parta of these face. *realso a total ru'^. $uite onp half of our projectiles seem
Jo hay* "truck the parade and pampet of these two faces
and jui'gii g from the effect they have bad upon the gorgewall within our observation, the destruction of masonryon these two sides must be very gieat, and I w of the
opinion that nearly every arch in tbeao f,onU must bdbroken im But on* gU. ra«»a*iis m position On these two
fronts. I his >s ;q angle of the gorge, and I think un¬serviceable.

fui" eiteuds aroui d, taking in the* northeasterly
.ace as far as can be seen. A portion of this face adjoin-
log the angle it m»kea wi h the southeasterly face ia con¬
cealed, but from the great uumber of miaa:I«H which have
struck in this angle during the last two days, it caunot be
otherwise than greatly d suing* d, and I d<» not think any
guns can be left on Ibis face in a seivicenble condition.

'I he ramparts on this angle, na well a* in the sou heaat-
erly f,.ce, must be ploughed up and greatly shattered; the
parapet on this later face being torn oft iu many places,
as we can see, and 1 hirdly think the platforms of the
three remaining guns on this tace could have e*caped.Willi the Miittance <»f a powerful glass, I cannot deter-
mine that more than oue ol these guua can be used. The
carriages of the others are evideutly more or leas ahat- jterod, and auch is th* rum "f the parapet and parade in
tl.e immediate Mcinity of thia gun that it probably could
not be served for any length of time

In fine, the destruction of the fort is an mr completethat it is to-day of no avail in the defence of the harbor of
Charleston; by a longer fire it can be made more com¬
pletely a rain and a mass of broken mason y, but could
scarcely be more powerless for the defence ol the harbor.

1 therefoie respectfully submit my opinion tb«t a cun-
tiniiHnce of our fire is no longer necessary, u4 giving us no
t nds adequate for the consumption uf our resources.
Very respectfully; your ob* dient servaut,

John W. Ti/hnkr,
Colo- el and Chief of Artillery.Brig G"n (J A Gill.More, Commanding Departmentof the South, Morrn Island, S. C.

THROWING SHELLS INTO CHARLESTON

The Richmond Examiner of the 24tb instant, after
stating that Gen. Gilliuore his throwu twelve sheila " IQtfe
the inhabited part of the city," and remtt^ug «.» such
" baseness'' should occasina an surprise, says:

.'Bq'. wfot does srartle ia the diafhnce froin which the
abells were throwu The battery ia in a marsh live link's
from the city. It has long Un claimed by the inventors
of the modern ordnance that the uew artillery was avail-
able for *u h pifj;as<M at th-it distance. But this is the
first practical test of their pretention on record, and
necessarily attract* much attention. Not a doubt how
remains that the spirit of Charleston ia about to be tried
hi the terrible oi^eal of a bombardment, it is well that
the pl^ee is prepared. Governor |',.nh«m ha" lately issued
a proclamation uifniuong t'.e cituens thut the plan ot the
defence admitted th^t Contingency. and feci mmendirg ail
non (viiuh^.uit* In withdraw. Af'er the confirmation
thereof furnished by Miliiriore there is little feur that bis
sdvice will not be attended to by families who have not
d ep cellar- and firm nerves Charleston will be shelled.
But that v* ill be a circumstance of minor importance in
tb.« successful d -fence «.l Us fortificationa and harbor. If
we can retain them hi» I foil the enemy thst glorious vie
tory will ar^»plycompensate fer all the injury which bomba
cau «io to empty b uses."

.0

AT TACK ON THE ENEMY'S RIFLE PITS.

SHELLING OF TUB CITY SUSPENDED.

Charleston, AtWIlIT 27..The eneuiy'a attack on our

rifle-pits on Wcdnerday night waa made about seven

o'cloi k by an overwhelming fore*. On Thursday the fir¬
ing waa slow, with uo untiaual incidents.
Ch ar I.EM i on, Al'oiurr "2d . The bombardment of Forts

Suinter and Wagner proceeds aluggiahly. The enemy it
working hard in the treuchea iu front of Fort Wagner
No further attempt hua bc« n made to shell the cily.
New Yiiiik AtHiftST 30. The steimer Bermuda, from

Port Kojal on Wednesday morning, has arrived at thia
|iort, calling i ff Charlea'on. The Captain reports that
Fort Wfgner has not ytt been takeu, and cannot be at
present. He confirms the report lhat Kurt Sumter is
knocked t'> pieces. Kurih-r naval operations will be car¬
ried on without regard to W limner, the capture of which
will be left to Gen. Gillinore.
The Keiinuda brings seventy prisoners She spoke, hi

t'e 2^t.h instant, the prize steamer Dolphin, lr..m Key
We*t for Philadelphia

A DESTRUCTIVE FIRE IN BOSTON.
Boston, At'ui sr 31, I P. M A destructive fire is now

raging iu Kast BosUm. It commenced in the Atlantic
Works, where fhe Me.nitnr turrets are constructed. The

buildings, with four turrets nearly fin a ed, aiedes'royed
The flames are rapidly extending throughout the mechanic I
portions of East Boston, ' |

IMPORTANT FROM TENNESSEE.
MOVEMENTS OP ROSECRANS AND BURN8IDE.
Rtkvkjnson, (Ala) August 99.The Army of the

Cumberland crossed tho Tennessee river at fcur points to¬
day with infantry and cavalry The Second KentuckyCavalry captured thirty-five pickets at a point oppositeStevenaon Gen. Reynolds csptured a large force at
ShelliU'iund and t.x.k a cainp on Falling Water creek.
Among the captured are the notorioua guerrilla Maya anl
the 'JYunetaee rebel Congressman Cannon. Little or no
resistance waa made. The rebels are reported to have &
force at Rome and Cleveland, along the Georgia Ktat«
railroad. Gen. Burnaide ia in the region >f Kingston, and
will attack that place before long.

MILITARY EXECUTION.
Headquarteh* Akmv or the Potomac,

August 2:), lBti.l,
The execution of the substitute deserters sentenced to

the penalty of death in Genera] Orders No. 84 took placa
to-day. More than ordinary interest was exhibited in this
enforcement of military law, and it is estimated that not
eat than twenty five thousand persons were present. The
groui.d was well selected, and every arrangement so com¬
plete that no accident occurred to mur the solemnity of
the proceedings. , The poaition of the spectators was
upou a semi-circu'ar elevation, partially surrounding the
place of execution.

Previous to the execution the scene presented a re¬
markable view to the spectators. Two of the aentenced
were Proteatanta, two Catholics, and the fifth a Hebrew.
The spiritual advisers of each were present, administeringthe last consolations of religion. The eriornala were sit¬
ting upon their respective coffins, with the yawning gravesin the rear. The troops were drawn up in close column,by division, covering the complete semi-circle, separatedfrom the spectator by a creek.
The immediate orJer for the execution waa issued byGen Griffin, at three o'clock P. M., and the officer of the

guard, Capt Crocker, (118th Pennsylvania,) recalled the
clergy from their spiritual duties.
Toe remainder of the proceeding is briefly told. At theorder to Are, thirty-six muskets were discharged, and in¬

stant death, as announced by the surgeons in attendance,
was the result The bodies were the i placed in their re¬
spective graves, and the ctargy performed the religiousrites over the deo'&sed.
The spectacle was »n unusutl one.the Cath,\ie, thePioteatant, and the Hebrew stood side by side, Pach utter¬ing prayer* (or the condemned. The n..a>es, ages, resi¬dences, &o. of the deceased are as follows : George Kuhn,Hanoveiian, twenty-two years old,residence in Pennsylva¬nia, unmarried ; Jobn Felane, Italian, twenty-six years old,Pennsylvania, wife arid family; Charles Walter, Prussia,twenty-eight years old, wife and child; George Reinese,Italian, twenty-four years old, wife and child ; Euii;e Lai,Pn^si^n, thirty yenrs old, wife.

LOSS or TWO GUNBOATS.
The capture by the rebels of the guuboats Satellite i nd

Reliance on the Ksppahaunock is oonfiruied. Both vea-
lels were captured in the u'ght of S-ttnrday, the £2d in
itarit, a.id not Tuewdiy, as at first reported. It has been
!oinmon fur negroes escaping from Virginia to tak > refuga
>n the Government vrssela, and on the night of the cap-
ure four boats, each Containing about seventeen m-n, ap-
jroa -hed the steamers and got on board without exeiting
luspicion that they wore other than negroes. Mr N. II.
3ttvey, the paymaster's clerk on the Satellite, who wss
wouudeo and paroled, gives the following account of the
affair:
"The two boats which approached the Satellite were in

command of Col. Wood, and the two which boarded the
Reliance in chaige of Li» ut. Hogue. At the time (12o'clock) it waa dark and a heavy aea was running. The
assailants were not discovered on the Satellite until nearlyto the boat, wheu the « dicer ran below to call the execu¬
tive officer, and by the time he returned the vesael was
board'd and the crew were in a fight With the rebels, which
lanted some ten or fifteen minutes, during which Thomas
Damon, a fireman, and Liwaon, who originally came
from the rebel army, were killed, and Ensign R S >mers
received tw.» cutlass wounds on the left arm, and was shot
through the neck; N. II. Stavey, shot in arm; William
Itingham, Samuel Chin, and two others, slightly wounded]Several ol the rebels were wounded ; but the crew was
overpowered, The party which boarded th» Reliance
were also resisted, tho . Hirers and men lighting desperately,but were obliged to surrender. In this attack Lieut.
Hogue was either killed or w..unded, and Ensign Walters
was shot through the stomach, the ball coming out at the
hip. Mr. Mot auley, the engineer of the Reliance, when he
found his boat in poasessiou of the rebels, put his enginesout of gear, rendering them useless.

" After the rebels had captured both boats they pro¬ceeded with thcw to Urbaua, where the officers and crews
were set ou shore, and the rehela turned the ateamers
agk.n ii r the mouth of the river, where they lay all daySunday, hut on Sunday night they went to the EaateraSh' re and captured three achooners, one a large coaler
from Philadelphia, which they took up to Urhana, and, af¬
ter bu ning one of them, took the others with them, as
they said, to Port Roy*!, where they would remove the
n.chinerj ai^I destroy the boats.
.'The prisoners, with the exception of Ensign Walters,£us<gii Homers, Mr. Slavey, and John Tyle, boatswain's

nati>, were all started to Richmond on Siindav."

THE TERRIFIC EXPLOSION ;AT VICK8BURG.
The Western papers bring full accounts of the Iste f x-

¦losion of the steamer City of Madison, whilst lying at
^rirk«burg, of which we have bad meagre reports by tele¬
graph.
At the lime of the explosion, on the morning of the 1'Jth

nataot, the strainer waa loading with ordnance stores,
¦leven thousand sii hundred and twenty roiinda of artillery
uniuunition, two and a half million rounda of infantry am¬

munition, and about two hundred packages of powder,
making in all ever lour hundred tons of explosive material,
bad already been pUced on board; an I as several package*
wore itt <nit to be pii<»ed into the hold one of the negroes
let till a box of percuxaion *hell, which instantly exploded.

In the hold of the vessel were eighteen persons, all ot
whoiu. with the exception of Martin B. Day, of th* Four¬
teenth Wisconsin, and James Connelly, second mate, were
n» gr< ea.

'I be explosion of the first shell was light, but in a sec¬
ond's time bang, bang went hundreds of others, until, com¬
municating with the powder in packages, the explos ou
rulminit-d in a dull dead sound that made the veiy earth
tremble, tearing the hull of the City of Ma<lis<>n into a mil¬
lion pieces, and leaving the i ntire boat a complete wreck,
uot one portion of the framework remaining attached.
The loss of life un the C.I) of Madison is estimated at

from thirty to fifty, it will not exceed the latter number.
Of the eighteen souls in the hold alt were killed exceptConnelly, the second mate, Martin R. Day, and a negro,
all of whom, as soon »a the box fell, and before the dis¬
charge <if shell bad become general, made their way
through the alter scuttle, jumped into the river, and were
picked up by a yawl and saved.

rl'be boat'* crew consi<ted of forty-one persons, fifteen
of whom were killed aud a number wounded.
A detail of soldiers, numbering between one and two

hundred men, had been ordered to as«ist in loading the
boat Of then* it ia estimated twenty five were killed,
although no data for the statement can be given, as it was
impossible in th* excitement to l< am from what regiments
they were deta led.

It is estimated that uot one-fiftieth part of the ammuni¬
tion explwded, which will account lor the comparative
small loss of life.
The City of Madison bad up steam at the time, but the

boilers did not explode.
There were several other hosts lying adjacent to the Citv

of Madison, the nearest being the ftd WaUh. 8he had
her pilot house, texas, aud wheelh -use blown eutirely off.
and only efcaped complete ruin, a* did all iho boats iu the
vicinity, trom the fact that almost immediately after the
explosion the City of Madoou went down buwa foremost.
In lh/S way the whol* amount of powder aud shell was

prevented from exploding by being quickly saturated with
water. Hut for this fortunate oircuuiatancH there would
probably have b-»en one of the most fearful explosions and
loss of life on record.

A- aoon atier the accident as possible a number of yawls
we e launched from the Hornet and other boats lor thn
pu pose of rescuing auy of the uufortu ia'e person* who
misfit have b >en thrown into the water. The few who ea-
-ai»ed were near the atern of the boat, and at the fifsf itt-
U uatioq ot (he shock jumped uito the river.


